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ABSTRACT

Anglers fished an estimated 14,958 hours to catch an estimated 17,514 f i s h
from the South Fork of the Boise River between 29 May and 30 November 1976. The
catch was composed of 1,325 w i ld  rainbow t r o u t ,  226 hatchery rainbow t r o u t ,  9,525
rainbow t rou t  caught and released, 6,214 mountain wh i te f i sh ,  112 Dolly Varden
t rou t  and 112 other f i sh .  Caught-and-released rainbow t rou t  made up 85% of the
estimated rainbow catch and caught-and-released mountain whi te f ish  79% of the
to ta l  estimated whi te f ish  catch. Two species, mountain whi te f ish  and rainbow t r o u t ,
comprised 99% of the to ta l  catch.

The r i ve r  section from Anderson Ranch Dam to Indian Rock accounted for 56%
of the angling e f f o r t  and 53% of the estimated to ta l  catch while the section from
Indian Rock to Danskin Bridge sustained 46% of the e f f o r t  and yielded 47% of the
estimated catch.

Rainbow t rou t  were caught at an average catch rate of 0.74 f i sh  per hour while
mountain wh i te f i sh  were caught at a rate of 0.41 f i sh  per hour during the census
period.

The mean lengh of harvested w i ld  rainbow t rou t  was 343 mm (13.5 in )  and
mountain wh i te f i sh  was 337 mm (13.2 i n ) .

Back ca lcu la t ion  of wild rainbow t rou t  lengths from a l i near  regression
analysis of scale samples showed w i ld  t rou t  length at 124 mm (4.9 i n )  at annulus
one, 201 mm (7.9 i n )  at annulus two, 267 mm (10.5 i n )  at annulus three, 333 mm (
13.1 i n )  at annulus four and 380 mm (14.9 i n )  at annulus f i v e .  The sampled
rainbow reached minimum legal harvestable length (305 mm or 12 in) during the
four th  year of l i f e .

License checks during creel census interviews indicated that local  anglers
comprise the bulk of South Fork anglers with 86% of the anglers having resident
combination (Class 01) or resident f i sh ing  (Class 03) licenses and with 84%
claiming residence i n  e i ther  Boise or Mountain Home. Anglers i n t e r -viewed
expressed support (82% in favor) for "management for a se l f -sus ta in ing  w i ld
rainbow t r ou t  f ishery  with r e s t r i c t i v e  special f i sh ing  regu la t ions. "
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